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Introduction
Persian-Dari and Pashto languages are among the co-rooted languages, which are
considered to be from the family of Indo-Aryan languages, and the direct influences of
ancient languages such as Sanskrit and Avesta can be seen in these two co-rooted
languages. It should be remembered that many characteristics of the ancient languages are
also promoted and seen in today's Pashto language, and it should also be said that Persian-
Dari and Pashto languages have many commonalities in different fields.

Abstract

In Pashto, adjectives align with nouns in terms of number,
gender, and case, which distinguish them from adjectives in
Modern Persian-Dari. In both Old and Modern Persian, unlike in
Pashto, adjectives are divided into two categories: attributive and
predicative. In Modern Persian-Dari, there is little visible
difference between adjectives and other grammatical roles, such
as modifiers. The identification of adjectives in this language
mainly depends on grammatical characteristics, whereas in
Pashto, the structure of adjectives, in terms of number, gender,
and case, is crucial. One of the obvious topics in Persian
grammar books is the agreement between adjectives and nouns,
which is derived from Arabic. It has never existed in Persian as a
strict rule; however, in Ancient Iranian languages, and in Middle
Western Iranian languages and Modern Persian-Dari, adjectives
have always been able to agree with their nouns in terms of
number, gender, and case. The authors of this paper aim to first
present the opinions of several grammarians and the history of
adjective-noun agreement in Persian, and then provide a general
definition of adjectives in both Pashto and Persian-Dari, followed
by a comparison of adjectives in Persian-Dari and Pashto from
various perspectives. In this scholarly article, a library-based
research method and a comparative approach are used to
validate the study of adjectives.
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An adjective is a word that shows the state of something or a person; that is, an adjective
makes the meaning of a noun more specific, obvious, and limited (Yemin, 1397, p. 84). An
adjective is a function that is mentioned in words for the following purposes, such as:
clarification, allocation, praise, and pity.

This research examines the structure of adjectives in cognate languages, and then the types
of adjectives of the mentioned languages are compared with each other, and as a result of
the analysis and analysis, the differences and similarities of the attributes of both
languages are expressed (Mahjour et al. 2019, p. 11).

The category of adjectives in the Persian-Dari language is one of the topics that researchers
have discussed a lot, and they have dedicated research to compare this topic in the
Persian-Dari language and other languages such as Arabic, Russian, German, and English.
Despite the great importance of the Pashto language for Dari languages, so far, there has
been no research on the comparison of adjectives in Persian-Dari and Pashto languages.

M aterial and Method

This study investigates the comparative features of adjectives in Persian-Dari and Pashto
languages. The research examines grammatical structures, usage patterns, syntactic
positioning, types of adjectives, and their interactions within both languages. The study is
conducted within Afghanistan’s linguistic context, where both languages coexist and are
actively used in parallel to support the analysis. Ten authoritative texts—including
linguistic books, academic articles, and grammatical studies—focused on Persian-Dari
were gathered. In addition, relevant resources on the Pashto language, including
dictionaries and syntactic references, were examined so for the data were sourced from
university libraries, online databases, and scholarly writings by linguistics experts. As our
study used qualitative research, specially descriptive-comparative method was employed.
Initially, adjectives in both languages were categorized, followed by an analysis of their
syntactic structures, placement, and collocations. The adjectives in Pashto were
systematically compared to their counterparts in Persian-Dari to identify parallels and
distinctions. Data was collected from academic books, journals, and written references.
Lexical examples were extracted from standard sentences and traced through syntactic
analysis. Since this study does not involve any human or animal subjects, ethical approval
was not required.

Findings

Adjectives in Persian-Dari

An adjective is a word that describes the state or quality of something or someone. The
types of adjectives are as follows: active adjectives, passive adjectives, comparative
adjectives, and relative adjectives (Qareeb, 1380: 46). However, Persian-Dari grammarians
have offered different views on the classification of adjectives. One of the most
comprehensive theories is the classification of adjectives in Abdul-Rasoul Khayampour's
Persian Grammar Book. According to Khayampour, adjectives are divided into five types:
absolute, demonstrative, numeral, interrogative, and indefinite (Khayampour, 2005: p. 46).
An adjective is dependent on a noun and is not used independently, because if it is used
independently, it will no longer be considered an adjective but will instead take the place
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of the noun or another part of the sentence (Vafaee, 1390: 68). Also, in Persian-Dari, when
the adjective is used with a plural noun, it remains in the singular form, as in: 33, S
oy )8 L) 5058 O (Majid,2010:P222).

It is derived from the absolute adjective with the suffix "-tar - 5 " (greater - »$,») and
Samai, which itself consists of two groups of Samai, which are the remnants of the middle
Persian adjectives (that, meh - 4« «S) and the adjectives. They are (Abolghasemi: 1999, p.
66).

In Persian-Dari, unlike in Pashto, where adjectives are considered a type of noun,
adjectives are classified as a separate category and are not considered part of the noun
class. In Persian-Dari, adjectives do not agree with the noun in terms of singular or plural;
whether the noun is singular or plural, the adjective remains the same. For example:
e, die of Sy callag s
lesloals 55 gllme sS4y juasS
(Hafez, 2003 :p 4)
ONle 25 a4 S
el 5 S il s i e
(Hafez, 2003 :p 8)
However, in Pashto, adjectives are generally divided into two categories based on their
agreement with the noun in terms of gender and number:
A: Those adjectives that do not fully agree with the noun in terms of masculine gender
and number.
B: Those adjectives that fully agree with the noun in terms of feminine gender and
number, as shown in the following examples:

Masculine masculine plural feminine singular feminine plural
singular
Blak pin Blak pines net net net net
Good young man good youth good girl good girl
(Khoishki, 2016:p203).

2. Adjective in the Pashto language
There are no triple grades (to, better, best (behtarin), bigger, biggest «S,x b (i < i ¢« 4
58, ¢« S ) ) to show adjectives in Pashto language like Persian-Dari language; Rather, it
shows its rank and class by means of adat (dir and khora - 1,5 5 ), such as: (good, very
good, very very good or white, very white, very very white ¢Cums 503 0 L | ) sa cads 500 cas
G 1) 53) (Khoishki, 2016, p202).
In Pashto, adjectives are classified into several types, including: main adjectives, relative
adjectives, demonstrative adjectives, numerical adjectives, interrogative adjectives, verbal
adjectives, and passive adjectives (Rekhteen, 1950: p. 39).
In Pashto, adjectives agree with the noun in terms of gender, number, and case. However,
adjectives in Pashto, based on their agreement with the noun, are generally divided into
two categories:
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A: Adjectives that do not fully agree with the noun in terms of masculine gender and
number.
B: Adjectives that fully agree with the noun in terms of feminine gender and number
(Khoishki, 2016, p. 203).
In the grammar of the Pashto language, it has been mentioned that common adjectives do
not match completely in terms of gender and number, but this statement is worthy of
consideration (MacKenzie, 2018). Those common adjectives that end with the vowel letter
(¢#/a) show agreement in terms of feminine singular and plural. The multiplicity of dialects
in Pashto has caused problems on the one hand, but on the other hand, it has contributed
to the structural completeness of this well-rounded language. For example, in the
Kandahari dialect and in the neighboring regions, nouns that end with the vowel letter (a),
such as 4iwls (o2by cosls) show complete agreement with the feminine plural.

Masculine singular masculine plural feminine singular feminine plural Simple

girl simple girl simple girl

On foot boy, On foot boys, On foot girl, On foot girls. Beautiful

girl, beautiful girls, beautiful boy, beautiful boys.

Masculine plural Masculine singular Feminine singular Masculine singular
Sl ool OSda sal i ool PAPEN PP
Sda saly Ol ealy (sl saly e sy

It is worth mentioning that in Pashto, the adjective usually comes before the noun. such as
Olsd A o) Sl sl S s

3. Analysis and matching
In Persian-Dari, there is a strong semantic connection between the adjective and the noun,
but in Pashto, this connection is evident both semantically and structurally. The criteria for
identifying adjectives in Persian-Dari are syntactical, while in Pashto, both structural and
syntactical indicators are involved. In Persian-Dari, the adjective follows the noun. such as
(2 QS 5 & s a good boy and a white book); However, in Pashto, unlike in Persian-
Dari, the adjective comes before the noun, as in: (e sl Sda 44 white book, good boy.

3. 1. Attributive adjective
It is to express the state of something or someone absolutely and completely without
comparing it or showing its degree and size. For example: isab cdias i casll jled e ey e sa
good, bad, white, lazy, strong, intelligent... In normal cases, this kind of adjective is placed
after the adjective, and the adjective is connected with the adjective with the sign of
increase /i/, such as: @3 a3l (Ul 5w the powerful hand, A good person... and whenever
the adjective ends with the vowel /, o, a, 4, W, in this case it is a sign of the increase of
/yi/, which comes in the form of /-y/, for example: s sl 5 sk LS cosa ) Good
weather, faithful acquaintance and Indian lemon... (Yamin, 2018: p85).
According to this adjective, in the Pashto language, they say adjectives that express the
states and characteristics that belong to the essence of a noun, good or bad, such as:
L& 4 5 s in which his (44 5 s ) is one of the main or absolute attributes.
It should be remembered that there are two types of absolute adjectives in the Pashto
language: A- Simple: the one that has a component, i.e,, it is a single word, such as: (Good
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and badx « ). This type of adjective is completely dependent on sama. BCompound: It is
composed of two or more components, such as: % ¢ 5l « I, 51 (Rekhteen, 1948: p 108).

3. 2. relative adjective

It is a relative adjective that refers to something or a place (Qarib, 2008, p. 55).

In Persian-Dari language, relative adjective has the following suffixes:

A. /ys /:in words ending with a consonant, for example:... 3 2 ¢ S ¢« SR (Al

B. / E+ / for example: ..o us o 5 03 cdle 4us calls S

C. /Yencr / for example: .0 ¢Goosh «Cmam «Cr0)

D- /ineh 4v / for example: ... 4%y Aiars

E. /ana 4!/ for example: .. A0&de c4ils jo (il ) 4Dl

And / Ganah 48 / for example: ... 435 «dlS iy adlS 5
The equivalent of this adjective in the Pashto language is to attribute someone or
something to a place or something. A place or something that is related to a noun is
attributed to it, and that noun is said to be attributed. Some famous signs of relative
adjectives are ( ... & «02 < ¢« «dsa s «Jls such as: Kameh-Wal, Kabuli, Sulaiman-Khel,
Sedozi, Oseni, Vareshmin, Charehiz, etc (Rekhteen, 1948: p 108).

3. 3. Subjective adjective
It is an adjective that shows that it describes a work or has a state (Emad Afshar, 1993:p
62).

In the Persian-Dari language, it has the following suffixes:

A) The suffix /»x/ when attached to the end of an imperative verb, such as in <2l coxiv
BRSPS

B) The suffix /ol/ asin ..ok ()5 (0l cclalsa

C) The suffix /<all/, which also appears at the end of an imperative verb, such as in .S
Lhss s

D) The suffix /_l/is mostly found at the end of past tense verbs, such as in «Jtisl s < la A
LS

E) The suffix / JS/, which mostly appears at the end of imperative and past tense verbs,
such as in ... 85 < S5 Ly « IS5l

F) The suffix / JS/, which is generally attached to the end of nouns of meaning, such as in
e S gl ¢ et

G) The suffix / S/is also found at the end of nouns of meaning, such as in «_ Sl ¢ Sl
... 83(Qarib, 2008: p47-48).

The equivalent of the active adjective in the neighboring Persian-Dari language, that
is, Pashto, is the active adjective, which, in addition to showing the meaning and concept
of the noun, also occurs, such as: ... sl S8 ( Sassla « S5l Sa s 5 (Sherzad, 2014: p 91).
Active adjectives in the Pashto language have suffixes like the Persian-Dari language, but
in Pashto, these suffixes are placed instead of infinitive signs and form active adjectives,
such as:

A - / Nd/ This suffix is often placed in place of the infinitive (ydel) and indicates the
meaning of an active adjective, for example: Active adjective infinitive.

LAQU Cadn Jhas
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us 8 das S
2 ‘)j ddﬁij

B - /ndi/: This suffix, similar to the suffix /nd/, is often used in place of infinitive verbs
ending in /-idel/ and functions to form a Subjective Adjective. For example:

el Cia Jhae
RSN Jasasa

NP da

s S Ja <

¢ - /-ndah/ This suffix is also added to the verb stem instead of infinitive markers to form
an active Subjective Adjective, such as:

L.A:’u G e
a.\.':_j_,;.: d_,_,:\.
P dJu i
sl Jisle

D. The suffix 'and-~' is appended to the end of the verbal root to form Subjective
Adjective. For example:

ésu Cadia lae
ila 5 Jua 5
a5 du,5
e Jase

E. The suffix 'nadui-s sx' is also added at the end of the verbal root to form a Subjective
Adjective. For example:

ésu Cada JA..A.A
s 8L
s s Ji s

(Rekhteen, 2010: p 85 - 86).
3. 4. Objective adjective
It is to know the object. In the Persian-Dari language, the passive adjective is formed from
the past participle root with the suffix /-e/, as: ... 4158 3 1 03 )53 AluSS
The passive adjective is also placed after the noun it belongs to, which has an increasing
sign, such as:...48S (A LIS ) s «@insi Jo (Yamin, 2018: p 88).
Passive adjectives are sometimes reduced like active adjectives. in such a way that the
second part of it becomes a verb:
55 95 ol (eallas )
$ 03 3 e oS 4
(Qarib, 2008: p 53)
ol 2 g Ol San 4w
Gl Gl 1) i sd O
(Ferdowsi, 2010: p1070)
The passive adjective in Pashto language is made with the suffixes (e, y, and wanki), such
aS: (...s) (S50S J 5 (K538 g ¢ S il il «anl 55 )) (Rekhteen, 1950: p41).
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Adjectives correspond with adjectives in terms of their states, and the changes that occur
in adjectives in terms of gender are also reflected in adjectives. As:
Dark eyes drive me insane. (Subjective case).
Who hit this little boy? (Objective case).
May God’s gaze be upon the great mountains. (Possessive/Genitive case) ( Sherzad, 2014:
p88).

3. 5. superlative adjective

It is that the word "Ter" is added at the end, and its meaning is the preference of the

adjective over another person who is a partner and equal to him in the existence of the
adjective, and it should be attached only to the end of the adjective and the words that
have the meaning of the adjective. Like: ... ¥ ¢ soxusS

The superlative adjective is used in three ways:

A- With ")) of " such as: .l ivde ¢ Jlas S 51 Sail i Gl jiaied s Jle 3123
B- With "that 45 " like: . ) s 4S ot & jas . Jle 48 sigy (il
C- With "Yencs " cr iS5 «crilaald ¢ i€ (Qarib, 2008: p54-55).

There are no triple degrees (xS0 « A5 «S, b (e < Jig « 49) to show a superlative
adjective in the Pashto language like Persian-Dari language; Rather, it shows its rank and
class by means of adat (L& s ), such as: (Gme 1oss Omm 9 Omm b 4l A @l 0 @)
(Khoishki, 2016: p202).

It should be remembered that one of the grammatical characteristics of the adjective in
the Persian-Dari language is that it never accepts the plural suffix, and whenever such
words accept the plural sign, they are included in the noun group, for example: ... Ol S

There is no such feature in the Pashto adjective. Also, the superior comparative
adjective in the Persian-Dari language is mostly used as an adverb, which means that it is
related to the verb. For example, Parveen is more beautiful than Gulalai. s ) A 3 Gy
Sl

There is such a rule in the Pashto language as well, such as: Parveen is beautiful than
Gulalai. (02 (A3 000 NS S5 (s )

Conclusion

By examining and matching adjectives in the important sources of Persian-Dari and
Pashto languages, the following results can be enumerated:

The adjective is dependent on the noun and is not used independently; Because if it is
used independently, it will no longer be an adjective or a dependent, but it will occupy the
place of a noun or something else in the sentence. Also, in Persian-Dari, the adjective is
singular when the adjective is plural.

In the Persian-Dari language, unlike the Pashto language, which considers it a type of
noun, it is placed in a separate category from words and is not classified as a noun. In the
Persian-Dari language, adjectives do not match with adjectives in plural and singular;
Whether the noun is singular or plural, whenever the adjective is removed and an
adjective is placed in its place, that adjective becomes plural according to the meaning.

In the Pashto language, adjectives are classified according to (gender, number, and mood),
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but adjectives in Pashto are generally divided into two categories in terms of their
dimensions.

A: Those attributes that do not have a perfect match with the described partner in terms of
gender and number.

B: But the described feminine gender shows complete correspondence in terms of number.
To show adjectives in the Pashto language, like the Persian-Dari language, there are no
triple degrees (02-S0 5 « 538 3 « 8,2 L (r e « i ¢ 43); Rather, it shows its level and class by
the habits (s> s ), such as: (43 Us> ¢4 )9 4s)  In the Persian-Dari language, there is a
strong connection between adjectives and nouns in terms of meaning, but in the Pashto
language, this connection is obvious both in terms of meaning and in terms of structure.
Adjective recognition scales in the Persian-Dari language are syntactic, but in Pashto, both
structural and syntactic indicators are involved. In the Persian-Dari language, the adjective
comes after the noun, such as («=s> ~); But in the Pashto language, unlike the Persian-
Dari language, adjectives come first and then nouns, such as: (< 4).

It should be remembered that one of the grammatical characteristics of the adjective in the
Persian-Dari language is that it never accepts the plural suffix, and whenever such words
accept the plural sign, they are included in the noun group, for example: ... Ol (g5 that
such There is no special feature in the Pashto language. Also, the superior comparative
adjective in the Persian-Dari language mostly comes as an adverb, which means that it is
related to the verb. For example: .<wul jilu) IS 31 ¢us 12 There is such a rule in the Pashto
language as well, such as: .s2 (A5 0 03 NS S5 a5
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